THE ADVANCE

2025 Watch Word

West Side Moravian Church 402 Third Avenue — ®You will again have
Bethlehem, PA 18018 Church office: 610-865-0256 compassion on us; you will hurl
Church email: westsidemoravian@gmail.com all our iniquities into the depths
Pastor Tammie Rinker of the sea.
Published Monthly October 2025 Volume XXXIV Issue No 10

Dear West Side Friends and Members,

2026 will be a year of transition here in our West Side Church facility.

We will welcome the Moravian Church Center into the lower level of our building and say a fond farewell to A Child's
Choice Montessori School.

We have included a letter from Rev Dave Bennett at the Church Center with details related to the move, please take a
moment to read through it.

While we are excited to be partnering with the Church Center, we are also sad to say goodbye to the Montessori School.
Director Erin Valva and her staff have led an outstanding program and we will certainly miss their presence.

West Side will continue to be a place for weekly worship, prayer, study, community, and recovery.

We take serving our community very seriously and look forward to the new things God is doing in this place.

peace and hope,

Pastor Tammie

Greetings in the name of our Chief Elder, Jesus Christ.

Following significant discernment and study, The Northern Province Provincial Elders’ Conference has
reached the decision to sell the province’s current Moravian Church Center property at 1021 Center St. in
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and make the move to a facility which better meets our size and location needs.

The West Side Moravian Church of Bethlehem, continuing in its ministry of hospitality, has welcomed us to
outfit office and conference room space at their property, which will become the new location for the Moravian
Church Center at some point in the year 2027. It is important to note that the West Side Moravian congregation will
continue in its ministry at their current location and will simply be sharing the facility with the MCNP.

This decision comes with the recognition that the Church Center is not being fully utilized. Not unlike the rest
of the world around us, the work challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic ushered in the expanded use of video
conferencing and remote work technology that became woven into the daily working structure of our Church Center
staff. Except for the Interprovincial Board of Communications (IBOC), which rents office and shipping room space
from the MCNP, most of our staff now work remotely and have done so effectively for the last 45 years. In addition,
the Provincial Elders themselves conduct most of their meetings via video conferencing, complemented by in-
person meetings only once per quarter.

While working remotely, the Church Center staff still meets in person once a week to update one another on
projects and collaborate on matters which would benefit from in-person conversations. This working structure has
served us well and has now been tested over time.

We also recognize that the Church Center facility was designed for an earlier day when we had larger staff
numbers and designated ministry departments in support of our provincial ministries. Those departments ceased
existence decades ago or their work was assumed by other ministries, and the Church Center facility has become
more vacant with time. Additionally, the building itself requires continuous upkeep, which is a heavy draw upon
provincial finances.

While provincial staff will no longer be in the Church Center, current negotiations with a buyer for the 1021
Center St. property have resulted in an agreement that the IBOC will remain at their present location and benefit
from the full use of their current office, storage and shipping room space. Other agencies currently using the
Church Center, including the Board of World Mission and Moravian Music Foundation, will relocate their operations
with this sale.

This move to “right-size” our working space will forge a new partnership with West Side, one of our own
Moravian congregations; establish office and conference room space better suited for our current needs; and see
the Church Center property be put to a better use. The Northern Province and affected agencies will share
additional information as these transitions come closer to finalization and detailed timelines are determined.

In closing, the Provincial Elders’ Conference members discerned this matter carefully, in a spirit of prayer and
ministry vision. Feeling led to reside in the context of a congregational setting and in close proximity to an emerging
ministry (Essentials Café), while at the same time considering the burdensome costs of a large, underutilized
facility, a desire for more effective partnership and stewardship led us to this final decision. We seek your prayers
as we live into this new adventure in the years ahead.

Blessings,
Rev. David E. Bennett President
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Operation Christmas Child
The West Side Moravian Church is participating in Operation Christmas Child. We are asking the

congregation and friends to pack shoeboxes for children around the world so they will have a Christmas
gift.

Last year we packed 29 boxes- thank you all!

If you would like to pack a shoebox there are 3 options:

e Pack a shoebox. Decide if the box will go to a boy or girl and what age, cut out your girl/boy label and
attach the label to your box.

e Make a monetary donation and we will pack a shoebox for you. The donations must be in by October 26,

Please make checks payable to West Side Moravian in memo put in care of “OCC”. Boxes cost between $30 -
$35, but any amount is appreciated.

e Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ and pack a shoebox online.

The shoeboxes are due at the church by Sunday November 23t Thanks for your

support!

— SHOEBOX
%" Get a standard size shoebox
lcm [ 1] ‘ to pack for a boy or guitl. Need
- shoeboxes? Great preprinted
boxes are available on

PRAY

Most importantly, pray for
the child who will recewve
your gift. Include a personal
note and photo to delight the
heart of the child.

our website.

DONATE $10 PER BOX
A donation of $10 per box is critical to cover
shipping and other project costs. For easiest
precessing you can give online. If you use our
Follow Your Box feature online, you can also
discover the destination of your shoebox!

|

DROP OFF

Take your shoebox gift to a local
drop-off location during National
Collection Week, the third week in
November. Visit our website to find
one near you.

“WOW?” ITEM

Select a quality “wow™

toy such as a doll, soccer
ball with pump, or stuffed
arumal to bless a child.

©-

OTHER GIFTS

Pack full with other fun toys,
hygiene items, and school
supplies.
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Seniors and Friends
October 2, 2025 at 11:30 AM
BRING a Friend & a Sandwich ..... Beverage and Dessert will be Provided!
****The front door located on 3rd Ave. will be open for easier access to our meetings. ****

BETHLEHEM

 MARKET

The Bethlehem Co-op Market is currently under construction at 250 E. Broad St. When its doors open later
this year, it will offer a full-service grocery store to all shoppers. Unlike other stores, it is owned by over
1700 member-owners (neighbors in our community), and will focus on locally-sourced food and products.

West Side Moravian Church 402 3rd Ave Bethlehem PA 610-865-0256

Please Join Us For Our Annual

HALLOWEEN

PARITY

Join us for tricks and treats.
Costumes are appreciated but not necessary.
For more information, call the church office:
610-865-0256

Sunday November 2 -
4-- PM




October 2025 THE ADVANCE Page 5

presents Q 5
RSVP is Required : Q(} S
by Sept. 22nd! N
BiE & Sun.Oct. 5 - 3-6pm
he e .
EeE An Interfaith Bus Tour:

S ... *From Congregation Brith Sholom to
rder a T-Shirt:
bysept.itht 515+ St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

@R{?ﬁ@ * & Respect Graduate School & Mosque
LTy
:';}WL + XK check-in is 2:30pm at Brith Sholom to catch the bus!

ElC to Cover Bus Costs

Crop Walk - New Route, Same Great Cause!
Help raise money for local and international hunger by walking with us on Sunday, October 19th at 2 pm.,
starting at Central Moravian Church’s Christian Education building, 40 W. Church St. Parking is available in
large lot off New St (between Market and Church Streets).
We invite all participants to the lower level at 1:15 p.m for lunch and opening ceremonies and
registration. The walk kicks off at 2 p.m.

What is the Crop Walk? It’'s a walk with a purpose; 25% of all funds will stay in Bethlehem feeding hungry
people and 75% will go to international hunger relief through Church World Service.

This year's walk is a new route! It is about 2 miles through many of the newly inscribed World Heritage
properties, taking you down Church St. into the Colonial Industrial Quarters and up Spring Street to the first
stop - the site of Essentials Cafe, one of our recipients of the Crop Walk. Then we will walk over the Broad St.
bridge and up to Center St. to get to Bethlehem Emergency Shelter at Christ UCC Church, another recipient of
the walk's funds.  Other recipients include New Bethany, Freezer Gatherers, and Lehigh Conference of
Churches. All of these agencies work to supply food to hungry people in Bethlehem through food pantries,
access to fresh produce, emergency meals/housing, etc. There will be a shorter route available as

well.  Bring your family and friends, and register yourself and raise money online here (look for Central
Moravian Church team).  https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/event/bethlehempa.

Pay-it-Forward with a Wooden Nickel

Wooden Nickels offer an opportunity to provide a meal for someone else.

Stop by the cafe and pick up wooden nickels for a suggested price of $12.00 each. Each wooden nickel can be
redeemed for a nourishing meal.

Two ways to provide meals to others:

*Place wooden nickel in our counter jar. This jar is kept at the counter, paying it forward for our guest that may not
be able to make a donation for their meal. OR *You can take the wooden nickel with you and give it to a friend in

need, or a neighbor who may be working hard and simply too tired to cook, or give as a gift for someone that gave

you a helping hand, sharing with them your experience at Essentials Cafe.
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WORLD HERITAGE

COMMUNITY
CELEBRATION

MORAVIAN CHURCH SEEFFEEMENTS'= BEFTHEEHEM
as.a component part ofithe transnational'site

MORAVIAN CGHURGCH SEFFEEMENTES
has been'inscribed on the

WORLED HERITAGE LIST

of the Conventioni Concerning the Protectioniof:the World: €ulturaland Natural Heritage.

This site includes the settlements of Bethlehem (USA); €hristiansfeld (Denmark),
Gracehill' (Northern Ireland; UK) and Herrnhut (Germany).

Together they represent the cultural and religious traditions ofithe Moravian €hurch;
recognizing its outstanding universalivalue to humanity and the €hurch's global
influence. Known for their unique architectural style and urban planning principles;
these sites reflect the social and spiritual ideals of the' Moravian €hureh:

JULY:-26, 2024

Bethlehem came together to honor its place on the world stage. With performances, guided tours,
demonstrations, and community moments throughout the day, the World Heritage Community Celebration
showed what makes this city so special.
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. Dear Friends in Christ,

As we prepare for another opportunity of fellowship
and growth, we are reminded of how much we rely
on the generous spirit of our congregations. Our
ministry is built on several important values and
pillars; three of those important pillars are:

Brian Lauderman

N

1. Volunteers — Your time and talents bring our
camp to life. Whether it's giving your time to serve
as a camp counselor, spending time with various
projects around camp, or helping with other needs,
every act of service matters.

2. Donations — Your financial gifts make it possible
to keep our doors open, support our campers, and
expand the reach of our mission. Every contribution,
big or small, helps us serve others.

3. Camper Attendance — Encouraging children and
families to attend camp strengthens faith, builds
friendships, and creates lifelong memories. We'd
love for you to spread the word and help us fill every
spot with eager hearts.

Executive Director

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”
(Romans 12:12 N1IV) ) o )
Together, we can continue to grow a vibrant, caring

The Camp Hope community has embodied this verse,
especially in more recent years. The joy, patience, and
faithfulness have been abundant and sustained us
through various obstacles and challenging seasons.
That patience, in particular, has paid off...

Please join us in welcoming Brian as our Executive
Director! He brings years of proven leadership,
organization, and vision to usher Camp Hope into a new
season filled with joy, growth, and faith.

i ww.camphope.org

community where faith is lived out in action.

If you'd like to get involved, donate, or register a
camper, please visit Camp Hope or contact me
directly at director@camphope.org.

Thank you for being such an essential part of our
mission. With your continued support, we know
Camp Hope will be filled with joy, service, and
blessings. With gratitude, Brian Lauderman

Mission Minute: A Summer of Exchange Camping

This summer, the BWM supported 40 exchange campers and leaders as they traveled from six Unity
Provinces to attend camps and experience the global Moravian Unity in a tangible way.

At Mt. Morris in Wisconsin, participants came from Germany, Jamaica, Pennsylvania, and Florida; Youth
Convo in Miami welcomed groups from Antigua, Trinidad, Jamaica, St. Thomas, and Barbados; and campers from
Labrador attended Van Es in Alberta. The exchanges brought fresh energy as youth shared songs, traditions, and
stories—discovering that even small differences sparked curiosity and connection.

For many campers, the program offered first-time travel experiences. Labrador leader McKinley Winters
shared how one youth marveled at the Edmonton airport: “You should have seen her facial expression—opriceless!”
These moments, Winters reflected, help youth imagine futures that include studying or traveling beyond their home
villages. Local campers also found their worlds expanding through new friendships. One Wisconsin camper, inspired
by a bond with a German peer, is now planning to study abroad.

This program isn't just about sending campers somewhere new; it's about planting seeds of connection that
bear fruit in our church for years to come... and it doesn’t happen by accident! The BWM coordinates travel, fosters
partnerships across provinces, and provides financial support that enables international participation. Thank you for
your support of the BWM and Moravian exchange camping!
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Please Pray For:

Prayer list:
Health: Doug, Patricia, Richard, Sally, Lori, Nancy, Pat
Bereavement: Gardner Family, Speck Family, DiMenichi Family

Lifting up our friends & neighbors that are homebound or living in retirement communities:
God of us all, share your love with us all. We ask a special blessing for those who are not able to get to
church.

Weekly Watchwords for October

Week of October 5
Psalm 37:5
S Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.

Week of October 12
2 Timothy 2:11
1 If we have died with him, we will also live with him;

Week of October 19
2 Timothy 4.2
2 Proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable;
convince, rebuke, and encourage with the utmost patience in teaching.

Week of October 26
Luke 18:14
14 Jesus said, “all who exalt themselves will be humbled,
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The Prayer Chain can be activated by any member of West Side Moravian Church. Simply call any member of the
Prayer Chain with your joy or concern and that information will be passed on so that your joy or concern will be held
in prayer. The Unified Board will also be informed of your prayer request.

Tammie Rinker - 484-626-1363 Nancy Wanamaker 610-868-7865
Please remove this page from THE ADVANCE, and pray daily.



